
October 14, 2021 

Dear Parent/Guardian,  

The Keystone Exams are administered following the completion of the Algebra I, Literature, and 
Biology courses. As a part of the Pennsylvania State Code 4.24:  

1. All students must complete a Keystone exam in each subject area.  
2. The performance level (advanced, proficient, basic or below basic) of each Keystone exam will be 

printed on high school transcripts.  
3. Students graduating in the year 2023 and beyond must meet the statewide graduation requirement 

either by scoring proficient or advanced on each Keystone Exam or by meeting an alternative set of 
criteria outlined on the PA Department of Education’s website, linked here. 

4. Schools will offer remediation materials if a student does not score proficient or advanced prior to a 
retest occurring.  

   
Our Winter Keystone Exam administration will take place December 6-14, with make-up testing 
occurring on December 10 and 15. You are receiving this notification because your student will be 
scheduled to take at least one Keystone exam this December for one of the following reasons: 
 

1. Your student has taken one or more Keystone course(s) but has not yet taken the accompanying 
Keystone exam(s). Your student will receive an email from a subject area teacher with information and 
instructions on how to properly review material in preparation for the December test(s). 
 
OR 
 

2. Your student has taken one or more Keystone exam(s) and did not earn a proficient or advanced 
score. In this case, your student will have the opportunity to participate in remediation this fall and 
retest in December. Remediation may occur through the current course curricula (Algebra II or English 
III), through scheduled Wildcat period support sessions, or through an online format (for cyber and 
remote students). 

 
All students scheduled to test in December will receive a room schedule for their tests from their homeroom 
teacher prior to the start of testing.  
 
Our district has received preliminary scores from the spring 2021 Keystone test session and has uploaded 
those into Skyward. If you would like to see if your child has taken the Keystone exams and/or check scores, 
you can visit the Skyward Family Access Center and click on the “Test Results” tile.   

The following resources from the Pennsylvania Department of Education can be accessed on the Parents tab 
on our high school homepage: Information for Parents or Guardians, Cell Phone/Electronic Device Letter, PDE 
Calculator Policy, Code of Conduct for Test Takers.  

Thank you in advance for your support of the implementation of this state testing requirement. For more 
information about the Keystone Exams, please visit the Pennsylvania Standards Aligned System Website at 
https://www.pdesas.org/ (click on the Assessments tab and then click on the Keystone Exams tab) or contact 
our main office at 717-244-4021.  

Sincerely,  
 
High School Administration 
 
 

https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/GraduationRequirements/Pages/default.aspx
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_159663/File/Keystone%20Info/2021%20Keystone%20FAQ.pdf
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_159663/File/Keystone%20Info/20-21%20PA%20Keystone%20Exams%20Cell%20Phone%20Policy.pdf
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_159663/File/Keystone%20Info/20-21%20PA%20Keystone%20Exams%20Calculator%20Policy.pdf
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_159663/File/Keystone%20Info/20-21%20PA%20Keystone%20Exams%20Calculator%20Policy.pdf
https://p13cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_159663/File/Keystone%20Info/20-21%20PA%20Keystone%20Exams%20Code%20of%20Conduct.pdf
https://www.pdesas.org/

